CHOLERA EPI DEM C is sweepi ng Ethiopian regions
while the regine is busying itself with Repression
and Torture to stifle Denocratic Myvenents
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It is not the first time that Ethiopian regi mes have
prioritised their repression policies while their citizens
are suffering fromdeliberately caused and natura
calamties. Meles's regine is rather denonstrating since it
canme to power in early 1990s, its inhuman and brut al
actions against its citizens while in the other part of the
country a formof sufferings unfold with various magnitudes
and intensities devastating the citizens.

Such an action reminds us the historical failures of
successive Ethiopian regines to address the needs of their
citizens’ in the past a half century. The drought of Wllo
t hat has been covered up by Enperor’s reginme in early 1970s
and eventual ly costed many thousands lives; thel980s
excruciating famne that left Ethiopia and its citizens

wi th incurable scare of being an exanpl e of beggars that
agai n has been under-enphasi sed by the then i ncunbent
regine yet to prove their inadequacy and failure to address
such needs whenever occur.

At present, the peoples of Ethiopia are suffering water-
born di seases, nanely Chol era Epidem c, after the country
suffered the worst flood catastrophe of its kind that
claimed nore than thousand |ives and di spl aced hundreds of
t housands fromthe areas worst affected since it occurred
about three to four weeks ago. The Cholera is sweeping
entire country without being limted to the flood affected
ar eas.

The Chol era epidenic is terribly attacking its debilitated
victinms in nost parts of the country including the Capital
Addi s Ababa, although the government Medias and its
officials are underm ning the seriousness of the Cholera
out-break as sinple water born mnor problem In practice,

t he epidem ¢ has engul fed nost regions of the country
including, Orom a, Sidama, Ogaden, Amhara, Afar, nost

sout hern Et hi opi an Zones and ot her parts of the country
while the reginme is trying to conceal this fact.



I n Ethiopia wiere its citizens suffer deep-rooted poverty
wi t hout adequate supply of potable water and proper excreta
di sposal s, high infant and maternal nortality, very high
unenpl oynent, lack of single neal a day for its citizens
that in turn pre-disposes for variety of infectious

di seases without properly built natural defence nechani sns;
the likelihood of Cholera’s swift spread will be

i nevitable. To nmake the situation worst, the governnent is
concealing this fact instead of trying to remedy this grave
concern of the nations’ of the country are facing in
addition to the lingering poverty and gross human right
abuses.

Meanwhi |l e, Meles’ regime is busying itself devising a
strategy to suppress dissents and any denocratic novenents
in the country; and is working day and ni ght on external
affairs of neighbouring Somalia, wth ainms of satisfying
its ally’ s agendas to nake the situation grave concern. The
concern on internal torture and extra-judicial arrests
remai ns palpable as is the intimdation. H s regine
interrogates its subjects with brutality of all types and
t he suppression all over the country becones a part of
daily life. That is where his and his reginmes priority
lies.

On the other hand, regarding the Cholera out break, WHO
di ssem nated information circular to nost NGO staffs that
wor k in Ethiopia weeks ago, although the governnent hasn’'t
officially acknow edged this information apart fromtelling
its citizens that the diarrhoea is sinple ‘Wter-born

di sease’ mantra. As Meles’s regi ne always di sregards the
political and basic denocratic rights of its citizens, his
regine’s action is proving the fact that the death of
hel pl ess citizens is nothing for the incunbent regi ne other
t han sinple reduction of bursting population and letting
them perish in front of their cruel eyes.

On the other devel opnent:- Sidama region Meles’s
cadres have arranged a pre-condition to transfer an

adm ni strative status of Awassa city for which nore than 75
i nnocent Sidama paid a precious sacrifices of lives since
May 24, 2002's Awassa mmssacre; to the federal governnent.
Since the attenpt of the regime to shift the adm nistrative
status of Awassa from Sidama to the federal governnent the
Si dama people are utterly infuriated and staged-out on
denonstration on various occasions that ended up with



i ndi scrimnate nmassacre of arm ess and peaceful Sidama
denonstrators with live anmunition of government security
forces.

The failure of Meles's regine to address such
denocratically and constitutionally requested Sidam
nation’s regional adm nistration quest clearly shows his
regime’s i nadequacy and failure to stick to its vows; and
further reveals his deceitful and hidden agendas to satisfy
his politico-economc interest under the pretext of

regi onal i sati on and denocracy.

10 sliced to 19:- In the past three weeks and so, his
regime split 10 Sidama districts to 19 as gesture for his
deceit for that he prom sed Sidama people to be regionally
aut onomous when he was faced by furious Sidama elders in
early 2006. The reality is proving otherw se. The

di scontents all over the region remain pervasive as is the
spirit of resistance novenent resulted by deliberately
orchestrated disregard to Sidama basic and constitutional
rights.

The Si dama people basically didn't ask Meles's reginme to
divide their region into pieces; but basic denocratic
rights of adm nistering their region and nmanagi ng their
resources in a denocratic manner rather than being

amal gamated with various (44) nationalities who have got
their distinct identity and cultures; who are being forced
into single region-ship to be able to be rul ed together
based on the rul ers convenience.

Mel es’s regime once again failed to address the
constitutional rights of Sidama peoples’ quest. The
peaceful struggle of the Sidanma people, however, continues
unabated until they realise their full potentials.
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